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City of Jyväskylä

• founded in 1837
• 83 600 inhabitants
• Regional Capital
• 164 000 inhabitants 

in the Region of 
Jyväskylä



• 38 000 students, of which 
University of Jyväskylä 15.700

• jobs in environmental, 
information and welfare 
technology, paper 
manufacturing, paper 
machinery, energy production

• 73% of the jobs are within the 
service branch. 



Department of Town Planning and Urban Design
City architect
Ilkka Halinen

Local master planning
master planning architect

Leena Rossi

2 architects
1 planning assistants

1 researcher
1 landscape architect

1 project manager

Town planning
Town planning architect

Anne Sandelin 

3 architects
5 planning assistants
1 planning technician
1 planning engineer

1 secretary, 2 project persons +1 summer trainee

Total 
21 staff members 
2 project persons



The works of department of city 
planning and urban design

Local master plan

Town plan, local detailed plan

Other plans and development projects: 
• City Center Development project
• urban region co-operation
• the national city park, 
• architectural competitions
• summer schools, IFHP
• Land Use Implementation Program
• Housing Vision
• The Architectural Policy Program of the City of Jyväskylä

Co-operation within the City
The Cityscape Committee
– assists the Building Board and Building Inspector in assessing applications for building 

permission from the perspective of the cityscape. 
The Street Name Committee
– expresses opinions on street names to the compiler of the town plan as new town 

plans are drawn up. 

When requested, the Planning Office / Planning Board delivers architectural opinions on a 
number of matters, including building permits, cultural strategy, logging and public 
transport permits.



PREPARATIONS

DRAFTING PHASE
Town planning board

PROPOSAL PHASE
City board

APPROVAL PHASE
City board

City Council

PREPARATIONS

DRAFTING PHASE
Town planning board

PROPOSAL PHASE
Town planning board

APPROVAL PHASE
Town planning board

Feed-back from the scheme 

Opinions on the draft  

Objection to the plan proposal 

Appeal to administrative court

Participation and assessment scheme 

Letter to participants

Decision of approval of town plan

Town plans with minor 
impact

General plans and town plans 
with major impact

WHEN AND HOW TO 
PARTICIPATE

Draft in display

The Planning Process

Proposal in display



Application arrives
7 phases

Registration and gathering 
background information

17 phases

Internal pending meeting
12 phases

Surveys
15 phases

Official announcement 
of plan pending

3 phases

Meeting with authorities
5 phases

Planning
6 phases 

1st City Board
7 phases

Modification of the plan
17 phases

Participation at 
drafting stage

17 phases

1st Planning Board 
13 phases

2nd City Board
8 phases

Public display
8 phases

2nd Planning Board
18 phases

Legitimized Town Plan
23 phases

City Council
4 phases

180 work phases altogether

Phases of town planning



Kaavan eteneminen Mitä tehtävä Tehty
(ruksi,viiva
tai pvm)

ALOITUSVAIHE

Kaavoitus alkaa
(hakemus saapuu tai
aloitetaan
kaavoitusohjelman
kohteen työstäminen)

Hakemuksen / kaavan tiedot internetiin anomuksena
Hakemus skannataan Aatuun
Hakemus merkitään diaariin 

Aloitetaan
kaavoitustyö

Käsittely KAASUssa (myös kaav.ohj. kohteet)
Mietitään projektisuunnitelman ja rakennuskiellon tarve

Otetaan arkistointitunnus ja kaavalle perustetaan kansio kaavataskuun

Alue, arkistotunnus ja suunnittelijan sukunimi lisätään xcityn tietokantaan  ja kaavatunnus 
lisätään kaavarekisteriin

Tilataan pohjakartan tarkistus TOTOlta. Tilauspäivä merkittävä!! pvm

Selvitetään aluetta koskevat suunnitelmat, päätökset ym. sekä selvitykset, tutkimukset, 
suojelu-, melu- ja tärinäasiat, liito-oravat, luontoarvot jne.

Läpikäydään vaikutusten arviointilomake

Selvitetään osalliset (ja alustavasti maanomistajatiedot)

Selvitetään/varmistetaan maankäyttösopimusten tarpeellisuus, jos on yksityistä maata 
(Tepolta pohj.osa, Marjolta eteläosa)

Check-list
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a plan is pending
Discussion of aims of the town plan
in the meeting of planners

Drafting a participation and 
assesment scheme

Informing begins





Gathering background information

• Meeting with other city officials
– Street and park department
– Water and electric company
– Environmental department
– Land survey department

• Meeting with authorities
– Local environmental center
– Museum authorities
– Other government officials, roads, railroad
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• Planning begins

• Drawing the map, based on the surveys
and the maps

• Planners from the department of town
planning

• Consultants used mainly on general 
planning, gathering ideas on larger areas

• Competitions on special areas to reach
the best solutions

drafting 



Participation in drafting phase

• The draft is put on public display in the lobby
• A public meeting is held on major plans
• People are informed by 

• local newspaper
• Internet  
• Letter (to landowners and neighbours)

• Feed-back is given
• orally
• written
• e-mail

• All feed-back is recorded
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A detailed town plan
•map with key to the used and written regulations symbols



A detailed town plan
•map with key to the used and written regulations symbols



•a report providing information for reaching 
the aims of the plan and their impact and 
justification of the decisions taken. 

•Can include more maps and other 
materials



How do we inform

– Bulletins
– City’s newspaper (once a month)
– Internet 
– The Department of town planning:

planner and information desk
– Letter to land owners and neighbours
– Planning program (once a year)
– Media: 

newspapers, radio, local TV
– Brochures on special areas



The town plan proposal on 
public display

• Information is given 
• Bulletins
• City’s newspaper (once a month)
• Internet 
• The Department of town planning:planner and information desk
• Letter to land owners and neighbours
• Planning program (once a year)
• Media: newspapers, radio, local TV
• Brochures on special 

•Objection to the plan proposal
• Written and within the time frame

• If big changes are needed, the proposal goes back to town 
planning board and the process begins from there
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The aims of planning
– to organise land use and building to create the 

basis for high quality living environments, 
– to promote ecologically, economically, socially

and culturally sustainable developments, 
– to ensure that everyone has the chance to 

participate in open planning processes, 
– to guarantee the quality of openly publicised

planning decisions and participatory processes, 
and to ensure that a wide range of planning
expertise is available. 
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